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Bring a hearty appetite and taste the wonderful
dishes from true barbeque pitmasters, consume
the Southern delicacies from our mom and pop
restaurants, and learn how our James Beard award-
winning chefs turn local bounty into works of art.

Whether it’s hand-battered fried green tomatoes, fresh-
from-the-Gulf seafood, mouth-watering barbeque,

or home-grown collards and sweet potatoes, you’ll
discover your personal favorites in this updated edition of
Alabama’s most recommended dishes to eat.

We’ve organized the list of dishes based on its
restaurant’s region to make it easier to navigate. The
state is split into four regions: North, Central, South, and
Gulf Coast. The list of dishes is always growing. To learn
more, visit our website www.ilovealabamafood.com.
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Big Bob Gibson Bar-B-Q Decatur

+ identifies restaurants open 25 years or more
++ identifies restaurants open 50 years or more
+++ identifies restaurants open 75 years or more

El Sol King Pollo Roasted Chicken 256-891-0033
Wilson’s BBQ++ BBQ Chicken Baked Potato 256-878-5213

Grumpy’s Pizza and Pasta Shoppe+ Chicken Salad
256-931-2335

Hector’s Kitchen Coconut Wrap 256-538-7783

Hi-Plane Coffee Loop de Loop Latte with Cloud Cream
256-444-1317

LawlLers Barbecue+ Stuffed Pork, Ham, Chicken or Turkey
Baked Potato 256-233-1818

Li’l Mazzara’s Carmela’s Meatballs 256-937-3007

The Salty Cod English Fish & Chips 256-206-8222
Wildwood Deli The Southern Burger ALLSTEAK
256-206-9384

Top Hat Barbecue++ BBQ with
Tomato Sauce 256-352-9919

Muill Street Deli+ Chicken Salad
256-593-7677




Bishop’s Barbecue+ BBQ &
Three-n-One Sauce 800-368-2635

All Steak+++ Orange Rolls 256-734-4322
Johnny’s BBQ+++ BBQ Pork Plate

256-734-8539

Big Bob Gibson Bar-B-Q+++

BBQ Chicken with White Sauce & Pies 256-350-6969
Let’s Do Lunch Chicken Salad 256-340-1317

Morgan Price Candy+ Toffee 256-350-2992

Simp McGhee’s+ Seafood-Filled Mushroom

Caps 256-353-6284

Odette - Florence

Florence has become one of Alabama’s coolest towns, and
Odette, the restaurant that opened in downtown in 2013, is
one of the reasons. You can eat contemporary American food
with global influences, made from locally sourced food, sip a
handcrafted cocktail or order from its incredible collection of
bourbons, all in a cool, laid-back atmosphere.

Green Top Cafe+ BBQ with Vinegar/Tomato Sauce
205-648-9838

Warehouse Pizza Red Devil Pizza 256-732-2758

360 Grille at Marriott Hotel & Spa+ Crab Cakes

256-246-3600

Odette Crispy Potato Gnocchi 256-349-5219

Ricatoni’s+ Bread, herbs & olive oil 256-718-1002

Sweet Basil Alabama Red White and Blue Salad
256-764-5991

Trowbridge’s+++ Orange-Pineapple Ice
Cream 256-764-1503

Bar-B-Q Place+ JoJo Potatoes
256-845-6155

The Spot Coffee Shop Bacon
Turkey Panini 256-979-1287
Vintage 1889 Cuban Sandwich
256-845-3380



Cothran’s Bakery++
Blueberry fritter 256-547-2133
Mater’s Pizza+ Celebrity Pizza
256-891-9878
Pruett’s Bar-B-Q+
Sweet Potato Fluff 256-547-4118
The Rail Public House Fried Pimento
Cheese Pups 256-467-3389

Café 336 Downtown Delight
256-486-3844

Crawmama’s+ Cooked Crawfish
256-582-0484

Old Town Stock House Oysters on the
Half Shell 256-582-1676

The Rock House Eatery Margarita Pizza
256-505-4699

All Steak - Cullman

All Steak has been in Cullman since 1938, when owner Millard
Buchman moved back home, bringing the restaurant he’d
recently started in Tennessee with him. Since then, it has
earned a reputation for top cuts of meat, particularly its prime
ribs, for great seafood and for its signature orange rolls.

Guthrie’s++ Chicken Fingers & Sauce 205-486-9222

Freight House Restaurant

Poulet de Normandy and Strawberry Cake 256-773-4600
Main Street Bakery Cafe Honey Pecan Chicken Salad
Croissant 256-502-9775

Pizza Ed Chicken Bacon Ranch 256-502-9959

Ole Dad’s Bar-B-Q+ BBQ Sandwich 256-828-8777

Big Bob Gibson Bar-B-Q - Decatur

In a state known for superb barbecue, this Decatur restaurant
is the most famous. Serving barbecue since 1925, the late Bob
Gibson invented Alabama white sauce and the restaurant he
founded has won 10 world championships, including three
grand championships at the Memphis in May World
Championship Cook-offs and the Grand Champion award

at the American Royal International Invitational Barbecue
Contest.

1892 East Restaurant & Tavern Crispy Shrimp & Grits
256-489-1242
Big Spring Cafe Chili Burger & Slaw Dog 256-539-9994



Purveyor Huntsville

Commerce Kitchen Shrimp & Grits 256-382-6622
Connor’s Steak and Seafood Shrimp & Grits 256-327-8425
Cotton Row Restaurant Braised Black Angus Beef

Short Ribs 256-382-9500

G’s Country Kitchen+ Meatloaf 256-533-3034

OF Heidelberg++ Jaeger Shnitzel 256-922-0556

The Poppy and Parliament Shepherd’s Pie 256-715-7152
Purveyor Ahi Tuna Poke Tacos 256-419-2555

Rosie’s Cantina+ Pollo Santa Fe 256-922-1001

Tenders Big Daddy Chicken Plate 256-721-3395

Cotton Row Restaurant - Huntsville

After graduating with honors from the Culinary Institute of
America, Chef James Boyce and his wife Suzan opened
Cotton Row in Downtown Historic Huntsville in 2009. Ever
since it has been one of the city’s best restaurants, earning
raves for its refined Modern American cuisine with strong
Southern influences, award-winning wine cellar and gracious
hospitality.

Bayou Fresh Seafood Rockin Roll Sushi 205-221-3400

Greenbrier++ Catfish & Hush Puppies 256-351-1800
Main Street Cafe+ Strawberry Pretzel Salad 256-461-8096

Wildflower Cafe Tomato Pie 256-634-0066
Mentone Market Chicken Bacon Ranch Pizza
256-634-4686

Brooks Barbecue Pork & Slaw Sandwich 256-381-1491
Donna & Friends Catfish Plate 256-314-2494
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Ole Hickory Bar-B-Que+ Banana Pudding 256-859-2824
New Market BBQ Smoked Mac n’ Cheese 256-379-5525

Katy’s Katfish+ Catfish & Chicken Fingers 256-638-7200

Daily Bread Barbecue Caramel Cake 256-332-9621
Frosty Inn++ Classic American 256-332-2052
Pilgrim’s Place+ Chicken Salad 256-332-1007

50 Taters Brisket Stuffed Potato 256-259-3222

Cups Café at Unclaimed Baggage Center Chicken Salad
256-259-1525

McCutchen’s Magnolia House Restaurant+ Fried Green
Tomatoes 256-259-3077

The Docks at Goose Pond Colony Shrimp & Grits 256-
574-3071

Mud Creek Fishing Camp+++ Catfish 256-259-2493
Payne’s Sandwich Shop & Soda Fountian+++ Classic
Rueben 256-574-2140

George’s Steak Pit++ Ribeye 256-381-1531
Southern Grocery Monte Cristo 256-826-0102

Caddo Cafeteria+ White Cream Corn 256-974-5535

Claunch Cafe Pecan Chicken Salad Plate 256-386-0222
Rattlesnake Saloon The Duke 256-370-7220
The Palace+++ Harvey’s Milkshake 256-248-4550

Commerce Kitchen Huntsville
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Fried Catfish Filets 256-215-7035
Mr. Jim’s Vegetable Plate 256-215-7080

Shrimp & Grits 256-237-5388
Grits Bar & Breakfast Catfish
256-236-0503

Catfish & Greens
256-238-0097
P
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205-426-1861

Southern Living named Bright Star “Alabama’s Best Local
Restaurant 2023” citing the downhome warmth of its staff and
its signature blend of Greek and Southern food, which includes
what has become one of its specialties - fried snapper throats.
The restaurant, which opened in 1907, is Alabama’s oldest
family-run restaurant.

Octopus a La Plancha
205-580-1600
Margherita Pizza 205-731-6499
Chicken Scaloppine with Capers 205-939-1000
Buttermilk Fried Chicken with Lemon
Beurre Blanc Sauce 205-322-1282



Chez Fonfon - Birmingham

James Beard award-winning chef Frank Stitt doesn’t just offer
amazing food but an amazing journey at Chez Fonfon. The
food, the drink and the atmosphere all transport you to the
classic bistros on the sidewalks of Paris. Sample steak tartare,
croque monsieur, duck confit, grilled sausages, chicken liver
tartine and beef tongue or taste wines and spirits exclusively
supplied from estates across Loire, Provence and Rhéne.

Bon appétit!

Chez Fonfon Desserts 205-939-3221

The Fish Market Athenian Grouper 205-322-3330

Full Moon Bar-B-Que Half-Moon Cookies 205-324-1007
Giuseppe’s Cafe Lasagna 205-324-2626

Helen Pimento Cheese Tomato Pie 205-438-7000

Hot and Hot Fish Club+ Tomato Salad &

Fried Okra Basket 205-933-5474

Jim’N Nick’s Bar-B-Q+ Cheese Biscuits 205-320-1060
Niki’s West++ Vegetable Buffet 205-252-5751

Ocean Thai Green Curry Bouillabaisse 205-933-0999
Ovenbird Seafood Fideos 205-957-6686

Post Office Pies Swine Pie 205-599-9900

Ranelli’s Deli++ Richman’s Poboy 205-933-6983

Saw’s Soul Kitchen Pork & Greens 205-591-1409
Urban Coolchouse Chipotle-braised Pork Sandwich
205-879-0883

Majestic Caverns++ Fudge 800-933-2283

Durbin Farms Market++ Peach Ice Cream
205-755-1672

Heaton Pecan Farm+ Pecan Pie 205-755-
8654

Peach Park+ Peach Pie 205-755-2065

Old Barn Restaurant Rum Bread Pudding
334-484-3200

—  JinN Nick’s Bar-B-Q Birmingham



\ Lasagna
205-871-9622
‘ Baby
Blue Salad 205-871-1620

Kadoma Tuna Roll
Plate 205-802-1440
S Peanut
;»C’(v Butter Torte 205-802-2711

Pimento Cheese on

Sundried Tomato Bread 205-871-4901

Stuffed Grouper 205-982-7797
Mr. P’s Favorite 205-823-6136
Deep-dish Stuffed Pizza 205-403-9800

John “Big Daddy” Bishop opened the original Dreamland in
Tuscaloosa in 1958. It was originally the most basic of
restaurants with few sides and fewer niceties. But one of the
niceties was hickory-fired ribs with a special sauce that soon
had barbecue fans dropping in from all over the world. There
are more sides and niceties now, but the savory ribs remain the
same.

BBQ & Baked Beans
205-956-2678
Fried Green Tomatoes 205-956-5258

Steaks 205-652-5750
Fresh-Baked Breads and Pies
205-652-6561

Hamburgers 334-683-4200

Irondale Cafe Irondale




Classic Southern food and classic Southern literature merge at
the Irondale Café, the Irondale restaurant that helped inspire
“Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café,” written

by Fannie Flagg, the niece of one of the restaurant’s former
managers. It serves everything you’d expect from a Southern
restaurant, including fried chicken, catfish, chicken fried steak,
and, of course, fried-green tomatoes.

Daniel George Restaurant Chocolate Lava Cake
205-871-3266
Gilchrist Drug+++ Fresh-squeezed Limeade 205-871-2181

Archibald’s++ Barbecued Ribs 205-345-6861
City Cafe+++ Meat & Three 205-758-9171

Hubbard’s Off Main Low Country Chicken
256-403-0258
Garfrericlds Cafe Pecan Encrusted Grouper
256-831-0044

The Arlc+++ Shrimp & Catfish 205-338-7420

Baumhower’s+ Spencer’s Gooey Fries 205-556-5658
DePalma’s Italian Cafe+ White-Chocolate

Bread Pudding 205-759-1879

Dreamland Bar-B-Que++ Ribs & White Bread
205-758-8135

Evangeline’s Crab Cakes 205-752-0830
Waysider+++ Biscuits 205-345-8239

Bistro V Crab Cakes 205-823-1505
Diplomat Deli+ Reuben 205-979-1515
Mudtown Eat & Drink Monte Cristo 205-967-3300

Boondocks BBQ & Creamery
Strawberry Ice Cream

256-357-4039

Larkin
Restaurant
& Deli Soul Food

205-392-9988



Chris’ Hotdogs Montgomery

Huggin’ Molly’s Homemade “Molly” Fingers 334-585-7000

1856 Culinary Residence Caviar 334-249-4271

Acre Alabama Butcher’s Board 334-246-3763
Amsterdam Cafe+ Crab Cake & Avocado Sandwich
334-826-8181

Ariccia Porchetta Di Ariccia 334-844-5140

Bow & Arrow Moist Brisket & Hashbrown Casserole
334-246-2546

The Depot Spicy Blue Crab Dip 334-521-5177
Hamilton’s Fried Green Tomato & Shrimp Appetizer
334-887-2677

The Hound KFC & Waffles 334-246-3300

Irritable Bao Buffalo Chicken Bao 334-329-7009

Lucy’s The Farmer’s Daughter 334-521-0391

Toomer’s Drugs+++ Fresh Lemonade 334-887-3488

1856 - Culinary Residence - Auburn

Named the Best New Restaurant in Alabama by Southern
Living, this most sophisticated of restaurants is an education
for diners and for employees. Part of Auburn University’s new,
$110-million Tony & Libba Rane Culinary Science Center, some
of the world’s great chefs and sommeliers serve as in-residence
experts to teach students to create the perfect culinary
experience.

Gaines Ridge Dinner Club Black Bottom Pie 334-682-9707
Jackson’s Station COB Sandwich with Special Sauce
334-682-9089

The Pecan Downtown Broad St. Chicken Salad
334-455-3151

Basketcase Cafe+ Homemade Soups 334-671-1117
Conestoga Steak House Ribeye 334-794-4445

Hunt’s Seafood Restaurant & Oyster Bar++ Grouper
Fingers 334-794-5193

IKKEC The Bama 334-446-0885

The Old Mill Restaurant Grouper 334-794-8530



Ray’s Restaurant Peach Cobbler 334-794-4625
The River Nile Cafe Chicken Salad Sandwich on
Sundried Tomato Bread 334-699-1099

Zacl’s Fried Chicken & Peach Cobbler 334-673-9225

Bates House of Turkey - Greenville

Welcome to Thanksgiving every day. The Bates family has had
a free-range turkey farm near Greenville since 1923. But more
than a half century ago, the family decided to open

Bates House of Turkey, featuring not just their turkeys, but
their turkey recipes. People have been stopping by for
sumptuous hickory smoked turkey sandwiches and
old-fashioned roast turkey dinners ever since.

Cutt’s++ Chili Dog 334-347-1110
The Rawls Restaurant Sauteed Grouper 334-308-9387

Priester’s Pecans+++ Pecan
Fruitcake & Pralines

334-227-8355

Old Barn Restaurant
Rum Bread Pudding

334-484-3200

Red’s Little
Schoolhouse+
Apple Cheese Casserole

334-584-7955

Bates House of Turkey++
Hickory-Smoked Turkey
Sandwich 334-382-6123

Ezell’s Fish Camp+++ Catfish & Cole Slaw 205-654-2205

The Catfish House++ Catfish & The Setup 334-285-7225

The Catfish House Millbrook




Acre Auburn

Chappy’s+ The Reuben 334-279-7477

Vintage Year Seafood Dynamite Dip 334-819-7215

Chris’ Hotdogs+++ Hot Dog with Chris’ Sauce 334-265-6850
City Grill+ Tuna Napoleon 334-244-0960

Derld’s Filet & Vine+ Veggies on the hot bar 334-262-8463
El Rey Burrito Lounge+ Ancho BBQ & Jicama Salad
334-832-9688

La Jolla Ahi Tuna Spring Roll with Soy Lime Sauce
334-356-2600

La Zona Rosa Empanadas & Street Tacos 334-274-1153
Lek’s Taste of Thailand+ Spring Rolls 334-244-8994
Shashy’s Bakery & Fine Foods+ Smoked Beef

Tenderloin Plate 334-263-7341

Martin’s+++ Fried Chicken & Cornbread 334-265-1767
Ravello Ristorante Scialatielli Di Mare 334-356-2852

SOL Restaurante Mexicano & Taqueria Fajitas
334-593-8250

Martin’s - Montgomery

Named one of Alabama’s best Meat’n’Three restaurants by
Southern Living readers, Martin’s is the quintessential
Southern restaurant. While the restaurant, which was founded
in the early 1930s, is renowned for its fried chicken, it also
features an incredible supporting cast of comfort foods.

Café 123 Beef Tenderloin Napoleon

334-737-0069
Map Mrs. Story’s++ Chili Dog & Milkshake |
. 334-749-1719 |
Zazu Gastropub Blackened Catch
334-203-1747

Our Place Diner Big Bopper

Burger 334-445-2777
DiFilippo’s Pizza and Pasta
Old World Italian Lasagna

334-774-8236




13th Street Barbecue+ PorkiChop Sandwich & Mustard
Sauce 334-291-1833

Uncle Mick’s‘€Cajun Market & Cafe Chicken & Sausage
Gumbo 334-361-1020

Fat Boy’s Bar-B-Que Ranch+ Smoked Chicken Plate
334-358-4227

Ravello Ristorante - Montgomery

Eat elegantly at Ravello Ristorante, one of the best Italian
restaurants in the state. When Chef Eric Rivera spent time
on the Amalfi coast of Italy, he returned to the U.S. not only
relaxed but inspired. Diners can taste that inspiration nightly
by ordering from a menu starring sumptuous ltalian seafood
dishes.

Downtowner Lemon lcebox Pie 334-875-5933
Hancock’s Barbeque++ BBQ Plate 334-872-5541
Lannies Bar-B-Q #2+ Combo BBQ Platter 334-872-8573
Tally-Ho#++ Ribeye 334-872-1390

CPB’s Restaurant Cornbread & Fried Green Tomatoes
334-886-9731

B Graves B Graves Burger 334-770-0333

Mossy Grove Schoolhouse Beans & Hushpuppies
334-566-4921

Sisters’+ Banana Pudding 334-566-0064

Dorothy’s Place, Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center
Sweet Potato Souffle 334-226-1195

Bacon N’ Burgers++ BBQ & Stew 334-738-3000

Our Place Café Crab Cakes & Dill Sauce 334-567-8778
Champs Barbeque Champ Stew 334-514-4742
Copper House Deli Smokin’ Butcher Block 334-452-3354

Sisters’ Troy
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Market By The Bay+ Shrimp Poboy 251-621-9664 o
Southwood Kitchen Pork Belly & Watermelon
251-626-6676

Big Daddy’s Grill Big Daddy Burger 251-990-8555
Bill-E’s Pork Belly Sandwich 251-281-2663

The Hope Farm Short Rib French Dip 251-340-3276 ‘g
Panini Pete’s Pete’s Muffaletta 251-929-0122

Provision Fairhippie Bowl 251-850-5004

Sage Lebanese Cuisine & Café Kebab Supreme

251-517-7536 4
Sandra’s Place Coconut Cake 251-990-3344

Sunset Pointe Leo’s Seafood Lettuce Wraps

251-990-7766

The Hangout - Gulf Shores

The Hangout offers great seafood in a family setting on one of
the country’s most beautiful beaches. There is a wide array of
fresh-catch seafood options caught from the waters just
off-shore from the restaurant. There are also plenty of fun
things for children to do, so you can eat great seafood in peace
while they play a variety of games or in sand piles or foam pits.

Fish River Grill OMG Seafood Feast 251-952-3474

The Gift Horse+ Apple Cheese Casserole 251-943-3663
Lambert’s Cafe+ Throwed Rolls 251-943-7655

Stacey Drugs & Olde Tyme Soda Fountain+++ Key Lime
Milkshake 251-943-7191

Wolf Bay Lodge++ Seafood Platter & Gumbo 251-987-5129



Lulu’s - Gulf Shores

Lucy Buffet, sister of Jimmy Buffet, has created a
low-key beach spot that combines great seafood,
wonderful views, plenty of fun and a menu that offers not
only flavor, but a wide variety of allergy-friendly dishes.
There’s also nightly live music and plenty of activities for
kids, including a climbing ropes course and an arcade.

Amelia’s Deli Black Russian Cake 251-968-8333

DeSoto’s Seafood Kitchen+ Coconut Shrimp

251-948-7294

The Hangout The Alabama Wagyu Burger 251-948-3030

King Neptune’s+ Royal Red Shrimp 251-968-5464

Lulu’s+ L.A. Caviar & Pa-Menna Burger 251-967-5858

Original Oyster House+ Fire-Grilled Oysters 251-948-2445

Sea-n-Suds+ Fried Shrimp 251-948-7894

Sunliner Diner The Big Daddy-O

Breakfast 251-937-6590

Pirate’s Cove++
Cheeseburgers &
Bushwackers
251-987-1224

Jesse’s+ Dry-Aged Steak
251-965-3827

The Blind Mule Alabama Shrimp & Grits
251-694-6853
Callaghan’s Irish Social Club++ Bacon Cheeseburger
251-433-9374
Dauphin’s Steak ala Bimini 251-444-0200
Dew Drop Inn+++ Hot Dogs 251-473-7872
Hummingbird Way Whole Fried Flounder 251-408-9562
Las Floriditas Las Floriditas & the Hemingway Bowl
251-444-0201
NoJa Ginger Donuts 251-433-0377
Pollman’s Bakery+++ Praline Dobash Cake 251-342-8546
Saucy Q Bar B Que+ Bar-B-Q Ribs 251-433-7427
Spot of Tea+ Eggs Cathedral & Bananas Foster French
Toast 251-433-9009
Squid Ink Eclectic Eats and Drinks Southern Viper Burger
251-405-0031
Tanner Pecans & Candies++ Candied Pecans
251-473-4560 -



Wintzell’s Mobile

The Trellis Room at the Battle House Hotel Seared Diver
Scallops 251-338-2000

Three George’s+++ Chocolates 251-433-6725

Wintzell’s Oyster House+++ Oysters “fried, stewed or
nude” 251-432-4605

BuzzCatz Coffee & Sweets Poptart 251-980-2899
Cosmo’s Restaurant Sea Bass 251-948-9663

Doc’s Seafood Shack & Oyster Bar+ Seafood Gumbo
251-981-6999

Ginny Lane Bar & Grill Shrimp & Grits 251-224-6500
The Gulf Grouper Sandwich 251-424-1800

Tacky Jack’s+ Farmer’s Omelet 251-948-8881
Voyagers Broiled Gulf Oysters 251-981-9811

Hummingbird Way - Mobile

This upscale oyster bar is helmed by Chef Jim Smith, who spent
two seasons on Top Chef, served eight years as the Executive
Chef for the State of Alabama and is a Great American Seafood
Cook-Off winner. At the Hummingbird Way, he focuses this
talent on dishes made with the best local seafood.

Punta Clara Kitchen++ Point Clear Divinity & Pecan Planks

251-928-8477
The Wash House Key Lime Bread Pudding 251-928-4838
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The Grand Hall at the Grand Hotel Marriott Resort +++
Grand Local Tomato Pie 251-928-9201

Jesse’s - Magnolia Springs

After opening in 1999, Jesse’s Restaurant has become
one of the best steakhouses on the Gulf Coast. Located
in the charming town of Magnolia Springs, population
855. Jesse’s specializes in cuts of dry- and wet-aged
steaks, bone-in cuts and fresh fish brought in daily.

The Derailed Diner in the Oasis Travel Center+ Pecan
Pie Cheescake 251-960-1150

Café Acadiana Crab Cake Pontchartrain 251-945-2233

Bluegill Restaurant++ Gumbo & Crab Claws
251-625-1998

Ed’s Seafood Shed Yo Mama’s Platter 251-625-1947
Felix’s Fish Camp Crab Soup 251-626-6710

Stagecoach Cafe+ Grilled Gulf
Flounder 251-580-0608

Time to Eat Hamburger Steak
251-654-0228

For a digital copy,

please scan the QR code.

Visit the www.alabama.travel
website for more delicious finds.
We hope you enjoy Sweet Home
Alabama’s “100” dishes!
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