
124 125

KING SAUL
The judges tried and tried to help  
        the Israelites live God’s way. But the people just wouldn’t 
listen. The Bible even says they “would not listen to their judges.” 
The Israelites needed another leader.
	 SAMUEL was trying his best to help Israel follow God. Who was 
Samuel? He was a prophet of God. What was a prophet? 
	 A PROPHET was “a person who delivered messages from God.” 
God would speak to the prophet, and then the prophet would tell 
the people what God wanted them to do.
	 Since Israel didn’t have a leader, prophets like Samuel would try 
to help them follow God. Whenever the Israelites wandered away 
from God, Samuel would say, “Hey! You’re going the wrong way!” 
Samuel TRIED to get the Israelites to do the right things, but they 
didn’t always listen—just like they hadn’t listened to the judges.
“You aren’t our king!” they’d say, which was a little like saying, 
“You’re not the boss of me!”
	 The Israelites kept messing up. They IGNORED God and His 
prophet. So God let Israel’s enemies get the best of them. The 
Philistines attacked them over and over, taking their sheep and 
cows—even taking whole cities!  
	 The Philistines were BIG and STRONG. They knew how to make 
swords and spears out of iron. These were harder and stronger 
than the bronze swords and spears of the Israelites. The Israelites 
were scared of the Philistines!
	 “We need a king to protect us!” the Israelites told Samuel.
	 “But God is your king!” Samuel said.
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	 And they were safe . . . for a while. Saul’s first battle against 
the Philistines was a BIG success. The Israelites won!
	 “Hooray for King Saul!” they shouted.
	 Tall, strong, and brave, Saul was good at fighting battles. 
But he wasn’t very good at following God’s DIRECTIONS. Samuel 
would tell Saul what God wanted him to do, and sometimes Saul 
would do the exact opposite! If Samuel said, “God wants you to 
go right,” Saul would go left! If Samuel said, “God wants you to 
go up,” Saul would go down!
	 How could the Israelites be God’s people if their leader 
wouldn’t do what God said?

The Israelites didn’t want GOD to be their king. They wanted 
        a human to be their king, just like the nations around them. 
Someone big and TALL and strong. Someone who could wear 
fancy robes and ride out in front of them on a fancy horse. 
Someone who looked IMPRESSIVE!
	  Finally, God said, “Fine. You want a king? You can have a king.”
	 Samuel asked God who should be Israel’s first king and God 
said, “SAUL.”
	 Saul looked like a king. He was tall. He was strong. He was 
handsome. He was exactly what Israel wanted.
	 “HOORAY!” they shouted. “Now we’ll be safe!”



Why did Israel want Saul to be their king?

Why do you think it’s important for us to 
do what God says?

Dear God, thank You for being our King. Please 
lead us in Your good ways so we can do what’s 
right and show people Your love. Amen.
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I srael needed a leader who would help them be a HOLY nation.      	
     They needed a leader who would help them follow God’s rules, 
so they could live with Him and bring the BLESSING that would 
save the whole world (remember God’s promise to Abraham?).
The blessing that would rescue God’s creation from sin!
	 Having a godly leader for Israel was really, REALLY important. 
Even though Saul LOOKED like a good king, he wasn’t a good king 
because he didn’t listen to God. In his heart, he didn’t really want 
to do what God said.
	 Israel needed a new king. A GODLY king. A king who wanted to 
follow God with his whole heart.
	 God told Samuel He was going to pick a new king for Israel, 
and the person He was going to pick would surprise them all!

Because God is the King 
of my life, I want to do 

what He says!

Dear
God . . .
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